EPILOGUE

Such has been the career of the three Chamberlains.
Nothing has ever come to any of them save by hard
work, and after many bitter disappointments. Time
and time again the cup has been dashed from their lips
at the last moment by envious Fortune, and it is not a
little significant that the one of the three to become
Prime Minister was he who so long appeared of them
all the most unlikely to attain that office. Upon many
men a series of reverses would have had an embittering
effect, but upon Joseph Chamberlain and his sons the
blows of fate only fell in order to strengthen their
characters and to broaden their outlook. With others
the height which they reached would have induced
pride and vain glory, but they have not been so
affected, and the simplicity of the family has remained
not the least of its charms, as well as one of the most
potent causes of its hold over the British public.

What is it that has run through their careers for over
sixty years and justifies one in speaking of a Chamber-
lain Tradition?

In the first place there has been the desire to see a
prosperous, united, and contented nation in which
every man and woman should start level irrespective
of wealth or birth. From his earliest days Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain used the machinery, first of the Liberal,
and then of the Conservative, Party to this end, very
often against the wishes of his leaders and colleagues,
His elder son clearly recognized the implication of
social reform inherent in the campaign for Protection,